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MEMBERSHIPS IN THE HAMILTON NATURALISTS ' C LUB ARE NOW DUE. Memberships fall 
into the following categories: Life $19 0 . GO, Contributing $10,00, 

Active $5.90, Joint (husband and wife) $6.00, Student Member (over 18) $2.00, 
Junior (under 1C) $1.00, Corresponding (residing over 20 miles from Hamilton) 
$2.50. Meetings are held monthly September to May inclusive and the Wood Duck 
is mailed free to members. It is published nine times yearly. 


NAME TAGS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE MONTHLY MEETINGS. DO PUT YOURS 
ON. MAKE A POINT OF SPEAKING TO SOMEONE YOU HAVE NOT MET BEFORE. 
• - LET'S BE FRIENDLY. 
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HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB EXECUTIVE 1976-1977 


Past President -Dr. Chauncey Wood, 231 Rosemary Lane, Ancaster, Ont, L9G 2K6 
President - Mrs. Marion Shivas, 12 Rowanwood Ave., Dundas, Ont. L9H 4E1 

1st Vice Pres. - Mr. Paul Attack, 14 Cameron Drive, Ancaster, Ont. L9G 2L3 
2nd Vice Pres. 

& Programme Dir, Mr. 0. Ford Smith, 702-360 Torrance St., Burlington, 0nt.L7R 2R9 
Treasurer - Dr. Lawrence Gould, 11 South St., Hamilton, Ont. L8P 2W1 

Secretary - Mrs. Jo Harschnitz, 34 Leslie Ave., Hamilton, Ont. L9C 1M3 


Dir ector s: 
Membership 
Publicit y 
Sanctuary 
Field Events 
Conservation 
Wood. Duck Editor 
Social 


Miss Evelyn Morris, 401-1C7 St. Joseph's Dr., Hamilton L8N 2G1 
Mr. Dave Copeland, 23 Sandalwood Ave., Hamilton, Ont. L8T 2E3 
Mrs. Marion Shivas, 10 Rowanwood Ave., Dundas, Ont. L9H 4E1 
Dr. Robert MacLaren, 70 Elmhurst Dr., Hamilton, Ont, L8T 1C5 
Dr. Walter Glooschenko, Carlisle P.O., Ontario LOR 1H0 
Miss Hazel Broker, 52 Paisley Ave. S., Hamilton, Ont. L8S 1V3 
Mrs. Joan Peters, 511-1354 Main St. W., Hamilton, Ont. L8S 1H8 


Director at LargeM r. Alan Wormington, 54 York Road, Dundas, Ont. L9H 1L4 
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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK 


AN ANNIVERSARY YEAR - Yes, this is Volume 30, Number 1 of our club bulletin, 

The Wood Duc k . Thanks to Mr. Vern Webster, your editor now has an 
almost complete set of these bulletins from Volume C, Number 5, Jan, 1955 
on. They have made interesting summer reading and, to mark this 30th 
year of publication, reprints of articles will appear each month for your 
enjoyment. "Bedrock Geology of the Hamilton Area" by II. S. Armstrong, Ph.D, 
then Lean of Arts and Science, McMaster University but now at University ol 
Guelph, is this month's reprint. (Note - The Hamilton Naturalists' Club 
was called the Hamilton Nature Club in 1955) 


HAVE YOU WRITTEN THAT ARTI C LE FOR THE WOOD DUC K YE T ? Do sit down and in a few 

lines or a page or pages share your experiences in the out-of-doors with us 
Marion Shivas has written a report of her trip to Trinidad and Tobago which 
will We in next month's bulletin. Let's hear from you! 


MANY HANDS MAKE LIGHT WORK. CAN WE COUNT ON YOUR ASSI STANCE? - in a club the size 
of ours, there should be many .lands willing to share tne work . Don't be 
shy. Former experience is not necessary. There are many opportunities. 

Do become involved. 

Joan Peters, our Social Director, would appreciate volunteers to look after 
purchasing and serving the coffee and donuts for the social hour after each 
monthly meeting . She will have a sheet ready at the September meeting. No 
past experience necessary. Full instructions will be given on the job. 

Sign up for the month of your choice. 

Sheila Forbes, collater of the W ood Duc k, is looking for volunteers to help 
with the stapling and addressing of this monthly bulletin. Three volunteer,' 
each month makes this a smooth operation. Give Sheila your name. 






WELCOME TO THESE NEW MEMBERS 


Dr. & Mrs. Peter M. Banting, 1123 King St. W., Hamilton, Ont. L8S 1L8 
Miss Barbara Breithaupt, 115 Edgecliffe Place, Burlington, Ont. L'/L 3Z2 
Mr. David Katz, R. R. # 1, Milton, Ont. LOT 2X5 
Mr. K, Kohlraeyer, R. R. # 1, Smithville, Ont. LOR 2A0 
Mr. & Mrs. Weil McCarthy, 92 Chedoke Ave., Hamilton, Ont. LOP 4N9 
Mr. Walter Peace, 706 - 240 Mohawk Rd. E., Hamilton, Ont. L9A 2H7 
Dr. & Mrs. Langdale Smith, 9 Summit Ave,, Hamilton, Ont. LCV 2R7 
Mrs. Hilda Sweet, 288 Mt. Albion Rd. Apt. 410, Hamilton, Ont. LCK 5T1 
Miss Pat Swift, 22 - 63 Conroy Cres., Guelph, Ont, NIG 2V5 
Rev. & Mrs. A. W. Verrall, 17 Barclay St., Hamilton, Ont. LOS 1P1 
Mr. & Mrs, Ron Wilkinson, R, R, # 1, Stoney Creek, Ont. LOG 3X4 
Prof. & Mrs.Mark Levinson, 95 Bowman St., Hamilton, Ont. LIS 2T5 

A hearty welcome to these new mexuLsrs who have joined the I-I. M. C. since 
end of Apr:. 1. Name tags are available at the monthly meetings, to ask Joan 
Peters to make one for you. Hopefully, ail members will wear Srsir name tags 
at these indoor meetings so that we will lecome better acquainted with each 
other. Visitors are welcome to participate in all our activities. Tell your 
friends about the H. N. C, and bring them along with you, 

*************** 

******** 


EVENTS FOR SEPTEMBER 


***************************************************************************** 
* * 


* MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING 

* 


MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING * 

* 


* Date and Time; MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 „ 1376 at 8:00 P.M. 

* 


* Place: 

* 

* 

* Speakers 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 


* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

Fine photography and an inspiring commentary combine to * 
make this a fascinating and thought-provoking lecture. * 
- Nature and Antiquity. Do come and bring a friend. * 

* 

STAY FOR FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS * 


Headquarters Building of the Royal Botanical Gardens, 
Plains Road West, Burlington, Ontario. 

WALTER and ELSIE REGULA will share with us their slide 
presentation titled 

"OF DAYS TO COME AND BEFORE YESTERDAY" 


* VISITORS ARE WELCOM E _■■ 

***************************************************************************** 


CLUB FIELD EVENT S CLUB FIELD E VENTS CLU^ FIELD EVENTS 

SUNDAY. SEPTEMBER 12. 1976 at 8:3J A. M • 

BIRDS - at MOUNTSBERG RESEVOIR . Meet at Dundurn Castle Parking lot. 
Bring a lunch. 

Leader: Bob Westmore Hamilton 326-1575 


(continued on next page 


) 






CLUB EVENTS - continued 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 1976 at 1:30 P.M. 

FALL NILDFLOW ERS in SKUNK'S MISERY - Meet at Ancaster High School, 
Jerseyville Road for this afternoon walk. 

Leader: Bert MacLaren Hamilton 309-6555 

************** 


SUNDAY. OCTOBER 3, 1976 at 3:00 A. M. 

BIRDS AROUND H AM ILTON - Meet at Lundurn Castle Parking lot. 
Bring a lunch. 

Leader: John Olmsted Hamilton 522-04.9 

** * * * * * * * * * * * * 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9, at 8;00 A.M. 

CANOE TRIP on a new section of Big Creek. Meet at C:0J a.rn. at Mountain 
Plaaa, Fennel and Upper James Sts. in Hamilton or at 9:30 a.m. at 
the junction of Highways 24 and. 59 near Long Point. Bring a lunch. 
Leader: Bert MacLaren Hamilton 309-6555 


************************* 


*************************** 


ADVANCE NOTICE OF DATE CHANCES : 

Did you notice on the Events Calendar that the October Monthly Meetin g 
is being held this year on Monday, October 4 . That's right. It is before 
Thanksgiving. Don't be confused and miss this meeting. 

Sunday, October 12 on the Events Calendar is wrong. This hike to 
our Short I-Iills Wilderness area is being held on Sunday .October 17 . Make a note 
of that change on your calendar. Ue are sorry for this error. Printer's mistake. 


"THE WOOD DUCK" 


The Wood Duck is published monthly, from September to May, by the 
members of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club. Its purpose is to aid in the study, 
appreciation and conservation of our native, wild and beautirul heritage. Members 
are urged to share their nature experiences and are requested to send their 
contributions to the editor by the 1st of the month, to appear iu the following 
issue. Material may be reprinted without special permission. Credit lines 
will be appreciated. 


Editor - Miss Hazel Broker, 52 Paisley Ave. S., Hamilton, One. LwS 1V3 
Telephone 527-0333 

Compiler, " Noteworthy Bird R e cords " - Mr. George North, 357 Eagle Drive, 

Burlington, 0nt., : L7T 3A3, Telephone 634-5463 . Your report should reach 
George on, or before, the 19th of each month. 

Staff - Ms Edith Lawrence, Mrs. Ruth Summers, 

Mr. Charles Zimmerman, Miss Saaila Forbes. 







OTHER EVENTS OF INTEREST TO NATURALISTS 


AT THE ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS 


AUTUMN WINDFLOWER WALKS - Meet Tuesdays at 9:30 A.M. 

September 14th at the Nature Interpretive Centre 
September 21 at Rock Chapel 

Come dressed for walking on trails; bring binoculars if you wish. 

Walks will end about noon. Leader; Dr. James Pringle. 

SUNDAY MORNING BIRD WALK S - Meet Sundays at 7:00 A.M. 

September 12th at the Nature Interpretive Centre 
September 19th in the parking lot just north of the Physical 
Education Ccir.plex, KcMaster University, Enter the campus from 
Sterling Street, 

Come dressed for hiking on trails. Bring binoculars. Here is an 
opportunity for beginners to improve their skill in identifying the 
"confusing fall warblers". There will be shorebirds too. 

MUSHROOMING I N NORFOLK COUNTY - Saturday, October 2nd at G:30 A.M. 

Meet at the Gardens Headquarters for a bus trip to Spooky Hollow 
and St, Williams. Bring your lunch and a six-quart basket. 

$3.SC fee for R. B. G. members, $4.00 fee for non-members. 

Advance registration is required by September 27th. For information 
and regis tr atlon contact the Royal Botanical Gardens, Box 399, Hamilton, 
Telephone 527-1158, Leaders: Dr. Peter Rice and Mr. Jack Lord. 

Two evening laboratory sessions follow, Monday, October 4th or 
Tuesday, October 5th at 7:30 P.M, at Garden Headquarters. 


NOP.FOLK COUNTY FIELD TR IP - Saturday, October 2nd at 3:30 A.M. 

Meet at the Gardens Headquarters for a bus trip to look at the flora 
of some natural areas near the north shore of Lake Erie, Bring a lunch. 
$5.3C fee for R. B. G. members, $4.00 fee for non-members. 

Advance registration is required by September 27th. For further infor¬ 
mation and registration contact the Royal Botanical Gardens, (see 
address above). Leader: Dr. James Pringle. 


AUDUBON W IL DLIFE FI LMS - A series of four films during November, January, 
and A.pril, Seasons tickets are available from Royal Botanical Gardens 
by phoning 527-1158. All films will be shown at Gardens Headquarters 
at 3:00 p.m. Seating is limited so tickets should be purchased as soon 
as possible. 


Wednesday, November 3 - "Exploring Big Bend". Charles T. Hotchkiss 
Tuesday, November 30 - "Pacific Shores". Norm Wakeman 
Tuesday, January 18, 1977. "Kentucky Out-of-doors". Steve Maslowski 
Wednesday, April 13, 1977. "Small World". Fran William Hall 


Season tickets - $3.50 for P.B.G. members 
$4.75 for non-members 
$3.00 for students and children 


*******■>' 


t************************** 


x. .wViV 


********************************** 


WITH THE 1PC ‘. UO IA BRUCE T RA IL CLUB 

-~f~G~~wg— go LO pT H Ss, tire list of fall events planned by the Iroquoia 

Bruce Trail Club is not available. Check the bulletin table at our next monthly 
meeting. 




SHERIDAN COLLEGE 


OAKVILLE CAMPUS 

will be offering 
an Evening Course entitled 

BIRD STUDY 1 

10 weeks, Wed ne sday evenings , 7 p.m. to 10 p „ ra., com me ncing September 29, 1976 . 
As well, there will be at least two field trips at weekends. 

Fee ; $3Cj less $3 for paid-up members of the South Peel Naturalists, Toronto 

Field Naturalists, Hamilton Naturalists' and Georgetovjn Field Naturalists 
Clubs. 

Instructor , as previously, Miss Rosemary Gaymer. 

This is a basic course, providing an intrbduction to the hobby of bird-watching;, 
and to the study of birds in general. It is designed both for the absolute and 
complete beginner and for the person who has been interested for several years 
and now seeks to improve his or her knowledge of the world of birds and the 
skills of identification. 

The atmosphere is informal, and the structure of the course is varied, with 
a number of workshops. Everybody gets involved, rather than listening to lectures, 

For further information about Bird Study I , please contact; 

COMMUNITY SERVICED DIVISION, SHERIDAN COLLEGE 
1430 Trafalgar Road., Oakville, Ontario. 

Telephones ; Oakville 845-9430, Toronto 362-5861, Burlington 632-7081 

*************** 

********* 

* 

WANTING TO GO O H A TRIP? 

Ontario Nature Tours , 511 - 71 Thorncliffe Pk. Dr., Toronto, Ont. M4H 1L3, 
Telephone (416) 421-4537, offers a variety of natural history tours. 

Sept. 10-12 - Bruce Autumn ViSit 

Sept. 11-19 -North-Eastern U.S.A. Birding Tour 

Sept. 13-19 - Moosonee autumn Visit 

Sept. 18-19 -Fungi Fun - Mushroom Identification 

Sept. 22-24 -Pelee Island Autumn Visit 

Sept. 25-27 -Point Pelee Birding (Daily Tours) 

Sept. 29-Oct.6 -Bermuda Autumn Bird Migration 

Oct. 8-15 - Algonquin Autumn Visit 

Oct. 16-24 - Great Smokies Autumn Visit 

Nov.-6 -21 -Florida and the Everglades 

and many, many more throughout the winter and spring. Write to the address above 
for detailed information. 

************************* 

ARE Y OU M O VING ? - Do let us know your change of address. Tae Post Office no 
longer forwards second class mail. Your Wood Duck will be returned to us. Please 
don't let this happen. 



/ 


H A K I L T O k N A T U F. .5 CLUB 
VOL. 8, WO. 5 JANUARY, 1955 

35DP.0CK CLOLOGY OF THE HAI ILTON ARLA 
3v H. S'. Armstrong, Ph.D. 

The peculiar physical features of the Hamilton region are the 
result of geological processes beginnincr more than 350 million years 
ago. In those far-off days this region was covered by a broad arm 
of the ocean flooding westward over the continental interior from, a 
trough-like area in what is now the eastern United Strtes. About 400 
million years ago the northern part of this trough was disturbed and 
began to rise. When it appeared above the waters of the primeval sea 
the rivers flowing westward began to discharge their loads of sediment 
in the form of deltas. These deposits gradually became larger eventu¬ 
ally forming a broad region of thick muds quite reddish in colour 
because of their occasional exposure to the atmosphere which caused the 
iron compounds in them to rust. These red muds later we re compressed 
forming red shales. We may see excellent exposures of these ’Queenston 
shales - ' in the banks of the Niagara Fdver at Queenston or, nearer home, 
in the brick yards at Bartonville or in various creek beds eastward to 
Oakville. 

There is some suggestion that the sea in which the queenston 
snales ware deposited had retreated, and re-advanced before the next 
sediments accumulated. These rocks are sandstones which show many 
features indicating that the sands were deposited in fairly shallow 
waters in which there was a areat deal of current action. These 
“Whirlpool sandstones'* are overlain at Hamilton by limestone, but at 
the Niagara River by shales. The limestones increase in thickness 
northward to I anitoulin Island, while the shales thicken eastward. It 
is probable that somewhere in the vicinity of Grimsby may be found the 
margin of a second delta which became larger and expanded westward and 
northward. The evidence for this is tne thick succession of shales am 
sandstones composing the Cabot Head, Grimsby and Thorold formations. 
These rocks comprise the lowermost layers exposed in the falls at 
f toney Creek, Webster’s Falls, and elsewhere in this district. They 
may also be seen to advantage in the rock cuts along Fountain Boulevard 
and at Jolley Cut where they for;- a considerable thickness of red and 
grey-green shales and sandy layers about half-way up the “mountain’. 

The particular relationship of these sands and shales bear a striking 
resemblance to those of modern deltas beincr formed at the mouths of 
large rivers. This delta may well be termed the Grimsby delta. 

The sea in which the Grimsby delta was formed appears to have 
deepened as a result of rising sea level, resulting in conditions 
favourable to the deposition of limy muds. This environment is one 
that is especially suited to the grov/th of many forms of marine life 
all of which, at this time, were invertebrate. The fossils of these 
animals are found in considerable numbers throughout the remainder of 
the section to tne top of the escarpment. Numerous stratigraphic units 
nave been established within this limestone sequence. One of t..iese, 
the Gasport formation, is composed largely of the remains of "sea-lilie 
- it is the well-known 'Queenston limestone''. Wot far below it are 
dark grey shales - the Rochester formation. This unit is only about 


(continued next page 
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Bedrock Geology of the Hamilton Area (continued ) 

ten feat thick at Hamilton, but nearly sixty feet at the Niagara 
River. In places it is crowded with a wide variety of beautifully 
preserved fossils. The uppermost rocks exposed at Hanilton are the 
chert beds - limestones crowded with nodular masses of creamy-coloured 
flint which was used extensively by the Indians for various tools and 
weapons. A careful study of these chart nodules will reveal that 
many of them are composed of all kinds of organic debris. Apparently 
the chert oozed out on the sea floor and, as a result of gentle wave 
action, formed itself into viscous balls which rolled around picking 
up fragments of shells and other materials. 

It is evident that the chert beds were at one time covered by 
still later limestones, a. remnant of which may be seen in the peak 
above Dundas, but just how long the sea remained in this vicinity we 
do not know. Certainly it became greatly restricted, its margin 
marked by lagoons and salt flats in w-iiich gypsum and salt were pre¬ 
cipitated. The gypsum at Caledonia, was formed in this way. It is 
possible that as long as 320 million years ago this area became dry 
land. ?7e do know that this condition existed 210 million years ago, 
for at that time the eastern trough, which has been a basin of sedi¬ 
mentation, began to rise and the rocks were contorted into a range of 
mountains - the ancestors of the present Appalachians. This upheaval 
in the eastern part of north America was accompanied by a general 
elevation of the central part draining away the sea waters which 
had flooded off and on for almost a quarter of a billion years. 

If one could imagine the landscape of that far-off time he 
would see a broad region, probably fairly gently rolling, forested 
with trees most of which were quite unlike any of the present. In 
swampy pools one would find queer amphibians and small reptiles - the 
ancestors of the great dinosaurs which were to dominate the animal 
world within a few tens of millions of years. There were no Great 
Lakes, just a number of streams flowing down the slope created by the 
uplift in the east. These streams were fed by tributaries some of 
which, flowing along broad, belts of soft rock found it very easy to 
excavate their channels. Other tributaries, flowing along belts of 
harder rock, were less able to cut downward. As a result the tribu¬ 
tary drainage was soon concentrated in the broad belts of soft rock, 
meandering back and forth and creating wide valleys. One such major 
tributary, flowing southeastward from what is now Georgian Bay alona 
the broad belt of s-hales centering at Toronto, found its westward 
meandering impeded by the harder layers of limestone which overlie tA 
soft shales. As- the limestone was undercut blocks of rock would fal 
into the river, serving to increase the rate of erosion of the soft 
shales. The result was the gradual development of a steap=faced hill 
or escarpment. 

The development of the escarpment probably required an enormous 
amount of time but at the onset of the glacial period one million 
years ago a wall-developed drainage system had been established in 
this region. It is possible that tne master stream flowed nortneast- 
arly through the bundas Valley across a broaa plain now filled by 
Lake Ontario thence to the Atlantic by w-ay of the present St. Lawrem 
River valley. Tributaries to this trunk river flowed in from the 


(continued next page 
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Bedrock Geology of tha Hamilton Area (continued ) 

belts of shale^ the one responsible for the formation of tile escarpment 
merging with the trunk river probably seven or eight miles east of 
Toronto. The valley of this old tributary is now filled with glacial 
debris but its course has been traced reasonably accurately. It is of 
interest to note that a proposal was once made to excavate a canal 
from Lake Ontario to Georgian Bay along this hurried valley. 

The events of the past million years, involving four advances of 
great ice sheets (and four retreats of the same), probably altered the 
face of the escarpment to some extent, but the chief results were the 
filling of the Dundas Valley xtfith glacial debris and the excavation of 
the Lake Ontario basin in the broad shale belt. 

*<V ******* 


HALTON ECOLOGICAL AMD ENVIRONI'iENTAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

The Hamilton Naturalist Club and South Peel Naturalist Club suggested 
to the Halton Regional Government in 1975 that an Ecological and Envir¬ 
onmental Advisory Committee be formed. Regional Council approved 
terms of reference for the committee and appointed 17 members early in 
1976. Considering the support that the I-I.bT.C. executive gave to the 
idea in 1975 I felt that the H.N.C. membership might be interested in 
the membership of tha new Halton committee. 

Paul Attack B.E.S.(Waterloo)-now a environmental planner with the 

Halton Region Conservation Authority and Director 
of Hamilton Naturalist Club- 

Betty Barhydt - an active environmentalist from Burlington with member¬ 
ship on several environmental and historical 
organizations 

Gordon 3, Blake - President of Oakville and District Rod and Gun Club 

and active with Canadian Wildlife Federation and 
Ontario Federation of Anglers and. Hunters 

Keith D„ Hansen,, B.S. A. (O.A.C.) , 3. A.Sc. (Toronto) Engineering Consultan 

with Wimpay Homes 

Jean K. Jervis-B.Sc. - a research chemist at Sheridan Park and Director 

of the South Peel Naturalist Club 

Arthur Lawson, B. Sc. , i.USc.- cash crop and swine farmer at Hilton who 

is active with Halton Federation of Agriculture, 
United Co-operatives and Halton-Peel Pork Producers 

Robert C. Lord, B.A. - geography teacher in Mississauga who is an 

active environmentalist with specific interest in 
geological fields. 

Pam liitchell - active environmentalist from Georgetown who has been 

involved with Pollution Probe and various projects 
with Ontario Hydro 

Frank Da Witt - President of Dufferin Aggregates of Milton 

Paul F.J. Eagles, B. Sc. , (Waterloo) , !2.Sc. (Guelph)-Environmental Consul¬ 
tant Planner with Ecologistics Limited and a Ph.D. 
candidate in tha School of Urban and Regional Plannin 
at the University of Waterloo 


(continued next page 
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Hal ton Zoological and Environmental Advisory Committee (co ntinue d) 

Hero- Giesbrecht,B.A. , M.A. , Ph.D,-Planning Consultant concerned 

with the co-ordination and integration of ecological 
studies and environmental assessments as inout to 
urban and regional planning. 

•a. Ronald Hale, B.Sc., Ph.D.-a professional engineer with the respon¬ 
sibility of pollution control at the 3.P. Refinery 
in Oakville 


Efraisn Halfon-Laurea(Milano), Ph. 0. (Georgia)-a research scientist at 

the Canada Centre for Inland Waters, specializing 
in systems ecology. 


Ronald n. Reid, B.Sc.(Guelph)-environnental Analyst with Ontario Hydro 

and very active with a wide range of Biologists 
and Naturalist Associations. Member of Georgetown 
Naturalist Club. 


Peter P. Rice, 


B. Sc., M.SCo, Ph.D.-Plant Pathologist with the Royal 
Botanical Gardens at Hamilton - active ith a variet 
of professional botanical associations. 


John K. Walker, 3.Sc., (Springfield) , M„E.S.(York)-planner with the Cit 

of Oakville and active with a number of environments' 
and planning interests 


3x Officio Member.. 

mary i.'.unro - Chairman of the Halton Regional Planning Committee and 

Councillor from Burlington 


Ron Reid was elected Chairman of the committee. One of the first 
concerns of the groups has been with the Environmentally Sensitive 
A.reas of Halton County. If you want to contact the committee, the 
address would be ; „ , , „ . , , . 

Mr. Ronald Reid, Chairman 

Ecological and Environmental Advisory Committ. 

Regional Municipality of Halton 

302 7 Harvester Road, Burlington , Tel. 639-5793 


* * * * * * * * * * * * 


Paul F. J. Eagles 
*********** 


DISPLAY OF FERN S AT THE F.O.N. ANNUAL 


Sincere thanks to Ed Burns, Paul Eagles, Grant Gates, Ronald Hepworth, 7 
Phyllis Morrow and Marion Shivas for the coloured slides which they loaned to 
me for the Club’s display at the Federation of Ontario Naturalists Annual 
Meetingin June at Erindale College. The quality of the slides was excellent 
and pictured many of our less common native ferns. Together with my collection 
of mounted specimans of the more common ferns, there was much of interest to 
examine. 

Thanks, too, to Bill Campbell, Ray Lowes, Evelyn Morris, Ford Smith 
and Alan Wormington for their assistance in putting up the display, manning it 
and dismantling it. The Club's new projector and rear projection screen worked 
well and should provide much scope for future projects. 

As I was preparing the display, I discovered that we photographers have 
neglected to take pictures of the more common ferns. Mrs. Vrootman at the R.B.G. 
library discovered the same lack in their collection. A challenge for you. 

Hazel Broker 




FULVOUS 


duc i-. 


,ilt o;t 


by Kevin ?: cLaugblin 

nig it of Friday Jure i ,IS76 will lone stand in t ie mercery of 
at least one local birdwatcher. I escided, since it was a pleasant 
evening in l,.ta spring, to uo a little birhino- at the .last 'led of 
Hamilton 3ay. The area is notable for a couple of t lings , one being 
the pollution level, since it lies so close to the : telco wills across 
tea nay. Tne other attribute of this landfill area is its good, habitat 
for oirus, especially migrant sell nesting shorohirls , gulls, terns and 
waterfowl. I went tee re in hopes of cracking the water level of one 
pond n -:ar the C. . ‘7. which is no tee. for sho rebird occurrences, srpsci- 
ally cf Lourf-billed bowitchers, for the pest several years. I ™iil 
confess that although shorsbirdc are ry favorite group of birds, I 
didn't expect to see many, anc- I was willing to settle for a few ducks 
or 'anything else that would na/Tpan alono„ 


no 

fie-. 7 u::- 


I walked tov/arcs the back and of the pond 


and scattered 


? number of I all arc. :■ 
he eoSi.. care into view and I observed a couple 
hf(i n ) hiue- winged Teal and. a Coot on t ie far side. lith ry telescope 
ts t .14 rig.it of the Coot, I saw a strange looking bird in the water 
■-t the ed we of the pone. .v first iv: press ion /as of wonder.'.ant. The 
thought of an aberrant ferule Pintail raced through and out of ny isind. 
It quickly cawhod on as that it was a Tree Luck, Certainly no other 
duck that I could think of no.': that unique -shape. The colour end the 
long neck hit ry sensee first. The head., neck and breast to the w?tor 
lino /ere v. cheep tan colour, a dark yellow. The back seemed darker. 

I tuen noticed the long dark bill which reminded we sows /.hat of a Pin¬ 
tail. I recall a 5 )sail amount of white wash on the side of t ie reck, 
but ay lfind fails to recollect the whitish stripe on the side of the bo 
/hic.i t .10 field guides stress. I v/ould owe this to ay rising exciteuerd 
and.' to the fact that the bird was facing i~.e head-on with its neck strst 
stretched, out, Although ii. a state of disbelief,at this time, I decide 
to try to check a few nor; field narks. The bird v/a.s appearing more 
nervous with each passing second, As I walked to ry left.keeping ry 
ayes glued on the bird, it suddenly jumped fro*” the water. Quickly, I 
grabbed ry binoculars and focused then on the bird, I was at once be- 
ceigea oy several vary obvious characteristics as the oird circled, and 
gained Height. One was t .10 vary contrasty white rurp s irring up again 51 
tna darkness of tno wings anc; lower back, the tail was blackish. I 
later could relate this 5 attern to a hudsonian Godv/it a very strong h; 


the long dark lags which dangled in 
Tha wince ware not only dark, in 


“rings ck affect. Another r ark wa. 

Loon fas iior , out beyond the tail, 
contrast to the white rurp, but they were also long, coaming out of 
proportion to tne relative 3 Haines a avid Frailness of the bird. The Ion- 
neck, was apparent as the Lire flew away, as was ths fairly slow wingbeai 
It flow north, eventually disappearing over the willows and appeared, 
heading towards the Lea 
convince'., of what I had! 
tell so r -one about it. 


;h Canal and the former Toll Gates area. Mow 
seen, I excitedly stu; bled back: to ry car to 


1 1 j. 


-tor wane 


to 


Cl A. A. 


ive hoi 3 , with neither a 


sever; 

local 


accident nor a speeding ticket to worry about, I phoned on the 
rere-bird-alert . A. group of a dozen or so local birder® failed 


to produce the bird later that evenin'*, by 
fortunately dispelled the next noruing (Gat. 
ton found the duck with a rrouw of hail arks. 


distress at this fact was 
June 5t 1 ) when Alan Torrin: 
Many we owl 3 fro T5 the 


(continued next page 


) 




12 

Fulvoua Tree Duck at Hamilton (continued) 

Hair.ilton and Toronto area saw the bird that day until it disappeared 
around 3 ;30 p.m. To my knowledge, it "’as not seen again. I feel a 
sense of regret and sympathy for those birders who missed it, especially 
for those who travelled from such places as Ottawa and Windsor on 
Sunday, June 6th, to look for it. I know how I would feel if I were 
in tneir shoes. This bird is the essence of w-.iat we birdwatchers 
perhaps enjoy the most about birds? the possibility of finding or seeing 
something rare, something which simply shouldn’t occur where or when 
it does. 

Fulvous Tree Duck (Dendrocygna bicolor) is remarkable for its 
range, which includes India and Ceylon, East Africa, South America, 
Mexico, and the extreme southern U.S. Its name Fulvous” is quite 
appropriate, as this means a deep yellow or tawny colour, but the rest 
certainly isn’t. The bird neither parches in trees by habit nor does 
it usually nest in trees. Our own Mood Duck, which nests in tree 
cavities in the Dundas Marsh, would, more accurately be called Tree 
Duck' than this biro. A more suitable name for this bird, and its cousin 
tne Black-bellied Tree Duck, would be ' Whistling Duck or whistler"’, 
which derives from its call. It is also noted for its ability to 
produce a large number of eggs and young. Up to 100 eggs have been 
found in some nests, although the usual number is 12 to 17, It is a 
"dabbler , like our familiar Mallard or Black Duck, always 'tipping- 
up'' in the water to obtain its food, which consists of marsh orassas 
and other plants. 

Previous records for Canada and Ontario are not too numerous and 
this is the first local record for tne species. The bird, has been 
recorded in British Columbia (Alberni, 11 were seen in 1905) and Mew 
Brunswick (a flock of 21 in November 19S1). In Ontario, a specimen was 
taken at Frenchman’s Bay, near Toronto, in November 1962. Another was 
seen near London in 1963 and. there are a few later records in the 
Ottawa region. 

Kevin McLaughlin (June 29kl976) 

References ; 

(1) Birds of Canada ( 7.2. Godfrey, National Museum of Canada, Ottawa, 

1965 ) 

(2) Ducks, Geese and Swans of north America (F.l-I. Xortright, Stackpole 

Co., P ennsylvania, 1942). 
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RETURN OF THIS PEREGRINE FALCON 

A pearless flyer that has survived centuries of human exploitation, the 
Peregrine Falcon may pull out of a dive to extinction in North America if an 
imaginative experiment works. Acting Environment Minister Romeo LeBlanc announced 
today. 


The Canadian Wildlife Service, Mr. LaBlanc said, has had success in 
breeding^in captivity peregrinus anatum , the most endangered of the three sub¬ 
species round in North America. Most of the 41 young birds produced this year 
have been net free in various urban, rural, and remote places in Canada where 
these birc-3 formerly existed. 

inese releases are primarily experimental, to develop techniques for 
re-introduction", said Richard Fyfe, the CWS biologist who has led this effort 
to save the peregrines in Canada, "Tiie young birds will run heavy risks as they 
learn to fly and hunt on their own.” 

The Canadian Wildlife Service plans to continue releasing captive-raised 
young peregrines into the wild in future years with the hope that some will 
survive and begin to breed, now that there are indications that DDT residues are 
lower in tneir prey than at the time when DDT was widely used. 

Widespread declines in peregrine populations in North America and Europe 
began in 1941, Surveys of traditional North America nesting sites in 1970 and 
1975 revealac that the bird had been eliminated in the east and was rapidly \ 
declining on most of the continent. 

High residue levels of toxic chemicals were found in surviving falcons 
and their eggs. Research showed that these high levels affect the peregrine's 
ability to reproduce by causing thin e^ohells, unsuccessful eg^s, and abnormal 
behaviour in parent birds. 

‘'Captive birds used to produce the newly released falcons have very low 
residues anc are laying viable eggs with normal shell thickness”, according to 
Richard Fyfe. 

Th?.s work in Canada is closely linked to a similar program in the United 
States, run from Cornell University. The Cornell team is also releasing captivec- 
raised peregrines. The CWS effort has been possible through the co-operation 
of the provinces and the territories, who have the responsibility for 
protecting peregrines. Alberta and the Nortlwest Territories have been especially 
active in support of the CWS project. 

A brochure illustrating and describing the peregrine is available free 
from the Canadian Wildlife Service, Environment Canada. 

(' Environment Canada News Release, August 17, 1976) 

*************** 

******** 

A NEW BIRD FOR CANADA , Port Rowan, Ontario, May 18, 1976; A White-necked Raven 
was caught and banded at the Long Point Bird Observatory's research station at 
Long Point on Lake Erie on May 14, 1976. The White-necked Raven resembles a crow 
in size and colour but acts like a raven. The white feather bases on the neck and 
breast show only when the feathers are ruffled. The normal range is Texas, New 
Mexico, Arizona and Mexico. Unless proven to be an escapee from captivity, this is 
a first ..record: of a wild White-necked Raven in Canada. 



1976 SPRING HAWK WATCH - GRIMSBY PEAK 

by Dave Copeland 

The early February flight of Red-tails and Rough-legs came somewhat of a 
surprise to Derby Hill, N.Y. observers and to myself, although George North had 
told me of that flight occuring in past years. Perhaps these buteos were birds 
that remained in the area after a rather mild October last fall. This theory is 
probably correct as major fall: hawk watches reported a correspondingly light 
flight of Rough-leggeds and Goshawks last fall. Our own spring observations 
reflect this fact. 

The last week in March continues to be an ideal time to observe large 
flights of Red-tails and Red-shouldereds and the mid-term school break affords 
both teachers and students the opportunity to see such a flight. South-east 
winds during this week usually result a major buteo flight. South-west winds 
are also favourable. Red-sh6ulder o sightings continued to impress with an even 
400 being reported till the end of March. The Red-shouldered continues to show 
a preference for the escarpment area as a flight path for migration and past 
Q.E, flights have revealed a very low proportion of Red-shouldereds and Roughies 
compared to Red-tails. 

Not quite double the number of hawks were seen this March past versus 1975. 
This is no doubt due to increased coverage and more normal temperatures for the 
period. 


Although the accipter flight got off to a good start in late March, it soon 
faltered during the early part of April. In fact cold winds during this period 
seem to have halted . the entire spring migration. Despite this, clear 

skies on the 6th of April resulted in a good Vulture flight with 50 being reported. 
The bulk of this flight being reported by Jack C. Laughton (fide North) as reported 
earlier in the Wood Duck, 

On the 15th the north winds had cased and the hawk flight once again began 
to pick up a little momentum. During the next four days and including the 15th 
over 3500 Sharp-shinned hawks were recorded. And so, accipiter hawks so seldom ■ 
seen during non-migratory periods take over as the number one migratory group 
surpassing the buteos during this past spring at least. 

Although Sharpies were up dramatically over 1975, Cooper's Hawks reported 
showed no corresponding increase. The resultant ratio appears to be 100:1 Sharpies 
to Cooper's. This is more in keeping with \$hat the Hamilton Biro Records Committee 
had supposed. 

The Broad-winged Hawk continues to be the most elusive or inconsistent 
migrant at Grimsby and elsewhere in eastern North America, This statement is made 
in light of the fact that large numbers of this buteo are known to go over but are 
frequently missed. 

Ospreys were about the same as the previous year for the period with Marsh 
Hawk sighti.ngs about doubling over 1975. Falcons continue to be scarce although 
all three were sighted. A Merlin at Vinemount just east of Grimsby was migrating 
east on May 23rd, a beautiful adult bird. 

On April 29th at 10:00 a.m. a Peregrine wandered in over the peak to be 
challenged first by a buteo and then rather aggressively by a Sharp-shinned. The 
falcon countered both birds with a mock stoop which sent the curiosity seekers 
quickly on their way. 


( * yr *' Kr f~. T > r, crp 



1976 SPRING HAWK WATCH - GRIMSBY PEAK (continued) 


April 17th turned out to be eagle day at Grimsby with three evenly spaced 
birds being spotted. During the early morning hours John Gumming and a friend 
sighted an immature Golden, while four of us at the parking lot observed two 
immature Balds, one at noon and the other about two o'clock. These latter two 
spent little time going through. With recent nesting success in Michigan and 
south-western Ontario, eagle sightings may increase in our area. On the morning 
of April 3th an immature Golden Eagle passed by the peak close on the trail of 
three vultures. The sky was clear. 

Unidentifieds are way up. This seems to be the pattern as hawk watchers 
become more organized. Many of the March birds are thought to be Red-tails away 
from the escarpment. 

As usual, there is at least one bird that deserves mention although it was 
seen away from Grimsby. This was the immature Golden Eagle spotted by Bill Smith 
near Bronte Creek on March 7th. Several members of the rare bird alert had the 
opportunity to view the bird due to Smith's quick reporting. Jim Matson, who- 
works in the area had reported a large "dark hawk" in the area since mid-February. 
To my knowledge this bird was last observed by Barry Jones and Rob Copeland on 
March 12th. 

Finally, this spring was probably the worst in a while for weekend hawk 
watchers. Not until April 16th did a significant weekend flight occur. At least 
two out-of-town clubs had disappointing trips. Our own club hawk outing was 
totally rained out. 

The daily watch data and observers names follow on the next two pages, 

(continued next page. 
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FALL MMC MIGRATION 


Fall hawk migration is now upon us and Dave Copeland , 20 Sandalwood Ave., 
Hamilton LOT 2E3), is interested in hearing of your observations. Official 
Hawk Migration Association of North America report forms are available at the 
monthly meeting of the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club or call Bob Gurry or Dave 
Copeland. 


Recommended Fall Hawk Dates and Locations 
1. Broad-wing ) 

Sharp-shinned) September 10 

Osprey ) 


are: 

(York Road fields 

- 30 (Escarpment between Rattlesnake 
( Pt. and Sydenham Mt. Dundas 


2. Red-tailed ) 
Red-shouldered) 
Golden Eagle ) 
Rough-legged 


(Woodland Cemetery 
(McMaster University 

October 15 - November (Powerline Corridor 




MIGRATION ASSOCIATION OF NORTH AMERICA 
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